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Tax Credit Donations – A Painless Way to Help 

“Education is the bridge between you and a 

successful life.” – Debasish Mridha.  

 While the students at Four Peaks Elementary 

School in Apache Junction may be more focused 

on fun then their career path when they play on 

the playground bridge, every day that they 

attend school they are making strides toward 

creating a better future for themselves. While 

AJUSD provides the basics for education, there 

are many opportunities that can enhance a 

student’s educational experience by 

participating in extracurricular activities such as 

sports, music, the arts, participating in clubs 

and more. These opportunities exist at all K-12 

levels. 

The sad news is many of our families cannot 

afford to pay for these activities. The good news 

is there is an easy way to help.  

The Arizona School Tax Credit allows an 

individual taxpayer to contribute up to $200 (or 

a married couple filing jointly up to $400) to a 

public school of their choice and get a dollar-

for-dollar credit against your tax liability. That 

means you, as an Arizona taxpayer, can direct 

some of the money that you would normally 

pay in state taxes to go directly to the school 

program YOU select.  

Unfortunately, tax credit donations are down 

more than $6,000 from this time last year.  If 

you would like to help visit  

https://bit.ly/2H22BGL or pick up a brochure at 

the District Office, 1575 W. Southern Ave. in AJ. 

Reminder: You don’t need to contribute the 

entire amount. All donations are appreciated. 

 

 
I Love AJUSD because the staff where I 

work is great at helping each other out. 

Kaitlin Rowan, Four Peaks Elementary 

School 

https://bit.ly/2H22BGL
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AJUSD Shows Off New Buses 

 

AJUSD’s new buses love a parade. 

Fortune seems to be rolling into the AJUSD bus 
barn with the addition of two new buses and 
three more on the way.  The windfall was a 
combination of hard work and hard times.  The 
buses are part of a settlement plan from the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.   
 
Qualifying districts were selected based on 
strong need such as buses that had over 
100,000 miles, were 15 years old or more and 
served a student population where 60 percent 
or more of the students were on the free or 
reduced school breakfast or lunch program. 
 AJUSD was one of 112 districts selected to 
receive 285 new buses.  Each district could have 
up to 10 percent of their fleet replaced.   
 
While the new buses are a welcome addition, it 
is only a drop in the oil pan toward solving the 
problems of the aging fleet.  AJUSD has 39 
regular education buses, 11 special needs 
buses, 6 vans and 2 trip buses.  According to 
Lori Jioras, transportation director, 97 percent 
of AJUSD’s fleet has over 130,000 miles and 90 
percent of the vehicles are 12 years or older. 
These figures do not include our new buses.  
 
“Safety is a top concern for us.  When you have 
a fleet full of older buses, repair costs start 
getting higher and the chances are greater for 
on-the-road breakdowns,” said Mrs. Jioras. 
 “We don’t want kids on the side of the road 
waiting for another bus.  That isn’t safe.” 
 

At present, (not including the new buses) the 
breakdown for fleet mileage is: 
 
  7 vehicles - 200,000+ miles 
16 vehicles - 160,000 to 200,000 miles 
19 vehicles - 150,000 to 160,000 miles 
10 vehicles - 140,000 to 150,000 miles 
  3 vehicles - 130,000 to 140,000 miles 
  3 vehicles -   17,000 to   60,000 miles 
 
Mrs. Jioras said another issue with the current 
fleet is that 75 percent of the buses don’t have 
a working camera system.  The cameras are so 
old the company no longer manufactures 
replacement parts. 
 
“We need working cameras not only for 
discipline issues, but also for training 
opportunities for our drivers. Another goal is to 
equip our buses with GPS to help with routing 
and to avoid unnecessary delays.  We are 
looking for a system that will incorporate a 
parent app where parents can track their 
student’s bus location on their phone and 
receive information about when the bus will 
arrive at their stop.” 
 
Mrs. Jioras joined AJUSD in May of 2018 and 
has been actively working on improving the 
transportation department.  The staff receives 
many training opportunities and Mrs. Jioras is 
evaluating systems to improve routing 
efficiency, as well as looking out for possible 
grants to help stretch her lean budget. 
 
Although there are physical and budgetary 
roadblocks, Mrs. Jioras remains optimistic. 
 
“We all know that transportation can at times 
be a challenge for everyone,” says Mrs. Jioras 
who hails from Missouri, the “Show Me” State. 
 “We have a really great team here.  We are all 
committed to doing whatever it takes to make 
sure our students have a safe and uneventful 
experience while on the bus.” 
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DVES Students Flip Over Rookie Teacher 

 

Rookie teacher Claire Crago may be in her first 

year of teaching, but the Desert Vista 

Elementary School teacher knows how to draw 

from experience to keep students engaged. 

When asked to do a special part in an assembly 

the second-grade teacher incorporated a few 

gymnastics moves into her routine. Months 

later students still ask her if she can do other 

flips and tricks. Ms. Crago’s love of gymnastics 

began as a child watching the 1996 Olympics. 

She took gymnastics classes, trained for years 

and won numerous ribbons and trophies. Her 

performance on the balance beam brought 

home many of her awards, but Ms. Crago said 

she preferred floor exercise where she could 

showcase her personality and individual style. 

Due to an ankle injury she no longer competes, 

but she still enjoys busting a move for the DVES 

Mustangs. 

Ms. Crago has a unique family background. She 

is the eldest of six children – all of whom are 

adopted. She and two of her sisters are 

originally from China, one sister and one 

brother are from South Korea, and one brother 

is from India. When not at work Ms. Crago 

enjoys photography, playing with her two 

Siberian Huskies, reading, and watching the 

latest movie or Disney Classic. Ms. Crago is 

enthusiastic about teaching and said her 

second-grade students are awesome. She may 

miss the camaraderie of competitive 

gymnastics, but is happy to do a few flips and 

cartwheels for Team DVES. 

Super Spellers Make Top 10 in County 

Competition 

 

From left, Elijah Anderson, Susana Martinez and Hailey 
Adams. 

Three AJUSD students traveled to Casa Grande 
to compete in the 56th Annual Pinal County 
Spelling Bee and all three students earned a 
spot in the Top 10!  

Nearly 70 students throughout the county 
participated. Hailey Adams, a fifth grader from 
Peralta Trail Elementary School, placed fourth; 
Susana Martinez who attends Cactus Canyon 
Junior High came in 5th place and Elijah 
Anderson who attends Desert Vista Elementary 
School finished 10th. 

“This is a huge accomplishment and something 
for the students and school district to be 
extremely proud of,” said Robyn Gonzales, 
educational services curriculum manager. 
“Spelling Bees not only help students expand 
their vocabulary, it allows them to improve 
their reading and writing abilities, as well as 
engage in healthy competition. Congratulations 
to Hailey, Susana and Elijah. We are proud of all 
of you.” 

Here are some common words that are often 

misspelled: achieve, believe, disappear, 

beginning, accommodate, argument, basically, 

business, calendar, bizarre and across.  
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 Bull Riding Takes Courage, Skill and Strength 

 

Logan Reichwald knows how to hang in there. 

Congratulations to Cactus Canyon Junior High’s 
Logan Reichwald for his bravery and bull riding 
expertise. This is Logan’s third year competing 
in bull riding and he is one busy cowboy. The 
eighth grader recently participated in the Lost 
Dutchman Days Rodeo.  On Thursday, March 
7th he is riding in an invite-only Young Guns Bull 
Ride at the Scottsdale Rodeo at Westworld in 
Scottsdale.  Logan is a member of the Arizona 
Junior High School Rodeo Association (AHSRA). 
AHSRA is a sanctioned sport in many 
communities, and participants must maintain 
good grades to compete. Logan’s grades and 
conduct are checked before every event before 
he can compete. Ride ‘em cowboy! 
 
Share the Love  

Do you love AJUSD? Everyone is invited to email 

their responses to smarks@goaj.org. Need 

some inspiration? See below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AJHS Student Named Rodeo Teen Queen in 
Cave Creek 

 

Congratulations to AJHS student Rylee Anforth 

who was recently crowned 2019 Cave Creek 

Rodeo Days Teen Queen! Rylee competed for 

the title by completing a horsemanship pattern, 

performing a skit with her horse, being quizzed 

by the judges on her knowledge of horses and 

rodeo, completing a private interview and 

answering impromptu questions about rodeo. 

She’ll spend the year representing Cave Creek 

Rodeo Days and the Town of Cave Creek.  

AJHS JROTC Qualifies for Regional Competition 

 

The AJHS NJROTC unit recently placed 4th in a 

“Brain Brawl” at Moon Valley High School in 

Phoenix. The team consisting of Cadets Haiden 

Deal, David Hofman, Hayden Pride, Chase 

Adam, and Brayden Vigil were nearly flawless in 

sweeping the first four rounds. In a nail biter 

finish they came in 4th! The team qualified for 

the regional competition in Los Angeles, 

California on March 23rd. Please wish them luck 

if you see them.  

“Coming from another district some 
distance from where I live, it has 
been a joy to teach children in my 
own neighborhood and have the 
opportunity to get to know their 
parents.” 
 
Suzanne Decker 
Peralta Trail Elementary  
  

mailto:smarks@goaj.org

